
Pasdthe House VApril~J 14, 173.II.1O

Passed the Seouse April 14, 1973.

Approved by the Governor April 25, 1973, with the exception of

Section 27 which is vetoed.

Filed in office of Secretary of State April 26, 1973.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"I am returning herewith without my approval as to

oeitem House Bill No. 305 entitled: Veto
One ____Message

"AN ACT Relating to public assistance.",

This act makes various amendments to the law

establishing procedures for collection of support for

dependent children supported by public assistance grants.

This program is responsible for several million dollars in

collections annually which are deposited in the state

general fund.

Section 27 of this bill, which was not included in

the original bill requested by the department of social and

health services, would terminate the whole act, first

adopted in 1971, on July 1, 1975. This act provides the

whole basis for the very successful program in collection

of delinquent support payments. It is neither necessary

nor appropriate to terminate it in the foreseeable future.

Accordingly, I have determined to veto that item

consisting of section 27. With that exception, House Bill

No. 305 is approved.",

CHAPTER 184

[Substitute House Bill No. 391]

CONSERVATION DISTRICTS LAW--STATE CONSERVATION

COMMlISSION--POWERS AND DUTIES

AN ACT Relating to conservation; amending section 1, chapter 187,

Laws of 1939 as amended by section 1, chapter 240, Laws of

1961 and RCW 89.08.005; amending section 2, chapter 187, Laws

of 1939 and RCW 89.08.010; amending section 3, chapter 187,

Laws of 1939 as last amended by section 2, chapter 240, Laws

of 1961 and RCW 89.08.020; amending section 3, chapter 304,

Laws of 1955 as last amended by section 1, chapter 217, Laws

of 1967 and RCW 89.08.030; amending section 4, chapter 304,

Laws of 1955 as amended by section 4, chapter 240, Laws of
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1961 and RCW 89.08.040; amending section 5, chapter 304, Laws

of 1955 as amended by section 5, chapter 240, Laws of '1961 and

RCW 89.08.050; amending section 6, chapter 304, Laws of 1955

and RCW 89.08.060; amending section 7, chapter 304, Laws of

1955 as amended by section 6, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and

RCW 89.08.070; amending section 1, chapter 17, Laws of 1961 as

amended by section 7, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and RCW

89.08.080; amending section 9, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and

RGW 89.08.090; amending section 10, chapter 304, Laws of 1955

and RCW 89.08.100; amending section 11, chapter 304, Laws of

1955 and RGW 89.08.110; amending section 12, chapter 304, Laws

of 1955 as amended by section 8, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and

RGW 89.08.120; amending section 13, chapter 304, Laws of 1955

and 8GW 89.08.130; amending section 14, chapter 304, Laws of

1955 and 8GW 89.08.140; amending section 15, chapter 304, Laws

of 1955 and RCW 89.08.150; amending section 16, chapter 304,

Laws of 1955 and RCW 89.08.160; amending section 17, chapter

304, Laws of 1955 as amended by section 9, chapter 240, Laws

of 1961 and RCW 89.08.170; amending section 18, chapter 30U,

Laws of 1955 as amended by section 10, chapter 240, Laws of

1961 and RGW 89.08.180; amending section 6, chapter 187, Laws

of 1939 as last amended by section 2, chapter 217, Laws of

1967 and RGW 89.08.190; amending section 21, chapter 304, Laws

of 1955 as amended by section 12, chapter 240, Laws of 1961

and 8GW 89.08.200; amending section 22, chapter 304, Laws of

1955 and RCW 89.08.210; amending section 23, chapter 304, Laws

of 1955 as last amended by section 1, chapter 110, Laws of

1963 and 8GW 89.08.220; amending section 25, chapter 304, Laws

of 1955 and 8GW 89.08.350; amending section 26, chapter 304,

Laws of 1955 and RGW 89.08.360; amending section 27, chapter

304, Laws of 1955 and 8GW 89.08.370; amending section 28,

chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and 8GW 89.08.380; adding a new

section to chapter 89.08 RGW; creating new sections; and

repealing section 14, chapter 1837, Laws of 1939, section 14,

chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and 8GW 89.08.340.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Section 1. Section 1, chapter 187, Laws of 1939 as amended by

section 1, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and 8GW 89.08.005 are each

amended to read as follows:

This chapter shall be known and cited as the ((Seil and

water)) conservation districts law.

Sec. 2. Section 2, chapter 187, Laws of 1939 and 8GW

89.08.010 are each amended to read as follows:

It is hereby declared, as a matter of legislative

determination:
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(1) That the ((farm and grazing)) lands of the state of

Washington are among the basic assets of the state and that the

preservation of these lands is necessary to protect and promote the

health, saiety, and general welfare of its people; that improper

land-use practices have caused and have contributed to, and are now

causing and contributing to, a progressively more serious erosion of

the ((farm and grating)) lands of this state by wind and water; that

the breaking of natural grass, plant and forest cover have interfered

with the natural factors of soil stabilization, causing loosening of

soil and exhaustion of humus, and developing a soil condition that

favors, erosion; that the topsoil is being blown and washed ((eat~ of

fields and pasteres)) qf 2f lands; that there has been an

accelerated washing of sloping ((fields)) jang; that these processes

of erosion by wind and water speed up with removal of absorptive

topsoil, causing exposure of less absorptive and less protective but

more erosive subsoil; that failure by any ((landewnef)) jj! 2cgcujgE

to conserve the soil* and control erosion u~pon his lands may

cause((s)) a washing and blowing of soil ((and waer)) from his lands

onto other lamds and makes the conservation of soil and control of

erosion on such other lands' difficult or impossible, And that

4 112Bive denuding of land for devel opment creates critical erosion

areas that al !ftffcult to effectively Ag enerate and the

sediment causes e xteagive .2211utjon of gjrAmE, ponda.. lakes and

other waters.

(2) That the consequences of such soil erosion in the form of

soil blowing and soil washing are the silting and sedimentation of

stream channels, reservoirs, dams, ditches, and harbors. aiid 12ainqa

the ir---------------------idles; the loss of fertile soil material in
dust storms: the piling up of sdil on lower slopes and its deposit

over alluvial plains; the reduction in productivity or outright ruin

of rich bottom lands by overwash of poor subsoil material, sand, and

gravel swept out of the hills; deterioration of soil and its

fertility, deterioration of crops grown thereon, and declining acre

yields despite development of scientific processes for increasing

such yields; loss of soil and water which causes destruction of food

and cover for wildlife; a blowing and Washing of soil into streams

which silts over spawning beds, and destroys water plants,

diminishing the food supply of fish; a diminishing of the underground

water reserve, which causes water shortages, intensifies periods of

drought, and causes crop failures; an increase in the speed and

volume of rainfall run-off, causing severe and increasing floods,

which bring suffering, disease, and death; impoverishment of families

attempting to farm eroding and eroded lands; damage to roads,

highways, railways, ((fam)) buildings, and other property from

floods and from dust storms; and losses in navigation, hydroelectric
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power, municipal water supply, irrigation developments, farming and

grazing.

(3) That to conserve soil resources and control and prevent

soil erosion and prevent flood water and sediment amagggs, and

filthil: a~icultural and nonagricltural phages of the con sevation,

develoMnt. utilization, and d ispgsal of water, it is necessary that

land-use practices contributing to soil wastage and soil erosion be

discouraged and discontinued, and appropriate soil-conserving

lan-d-use practices, and works of improvement for flood Prevention of
agricultural and nonagricultural phbges of the conservationz
develogggan' utilization, and disposal of water be adopted and

carried out; that among the procedures necessary for widespread

adoption, are the carrying on of engineering operations such as the

construction of terraces, terrace outlets, check-dams, desilting

basins, flood water retarding structures. channel floodways dikes,

ponds, ditches, and the like; the utilization of strip cropping,

contour cultivating, and contour furrowing; land irrigation; seeding

and planting of waste, sloping, abandoned, or eroded lands to

water-conserving and erosion-preventing plants, trees, and grasses;

forestation and reforestation; rotation of crops; soil stabilizations

with trees, grasses, legumes, and other thick-growing, soil-holding

crops, retardation of run-off by increasing absorption of rainfall;

and retirement from cultivation of steep, highly erosive areas and

areas now badly gullied or otherwise eroded.

(4) Rhgrgag thge is a Eg2§iU need for the conservation of

renewable resources in all areas of the state, hether urban.

ubuahgng or ruralL and tha the benefits of resource Practices,
21221AM6 and4 pRiects. as carried out by the state conservation

commissign and bv the conservation districts, should be available to

all such aredjA thejeeS it is hereby declared to be the policy of

the legislature to provide for the conservation of the ((seil and
seai)) reeablg resources of this state, and for the control and

prevention of soil erosion, and for the Elevention of flood water and

sediment damages and for furthering agricultural and nonagricultural

phases of consergation, development, utilization. and di§Rosal of

waters and thereby to preserve natural resources, control floods,

prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs, assist in maintaining the

navigability of rivers and harbors, preserve wildlife, protect the

tax base, protect public lands, and protect and promote the health,

safety, and general welfare of the people of this state. To this end

all incorporated cities and towns heretofore excluded from the
bougries of a conservation district established pursuant to the

royvisions of the state conservation district 11v. as amen ded, may be

AP22124 1 the cG2Rnsertion commission as beigg included in and

deemed I part of the district up~g _eceiving a petition for
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a~nneation sigagg ft hl 1 g ggygiq autholiil of the city or town and

2he conservation district within the exterior boundaries of which it

ies in whole or in part or to which it lies closest.

Sec. 3. Section 3, chapter 187, Laws of 1939 as last amended

by section 2, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and RCW 89.08.020 are each

amended to read as follows:

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, as used in

this chapter:

"((Seamittee)) gommission" and "((eonservation eomittee))

state conservation commission" mean the ((state soil and water

eenservation committee)) Agggy created hereunder. All former

references to "state soil and water conservation committee" "state

2mmittee" or "committee" shall be deemed to be references to the

"state c2nservation Paisgion";

"District", or "conservation district" means a ((soil and

water eonservation distrie ereate& herender)) governmental

subdivision of this state and a Public body corporate and politicz

2ESAAized in accordang2 with the provisions of this 1973 amendatory

.qgt. f2 jhg pgEp2§s with the pgygggE and subject to th

EstrLictions set forth in ithi chapter. All districts created under

this 1973 amendatory act shall be knogg as conservation diticts a

shall have all the povers And duties set out in this 1973 amendatory

Agg. All references in this 1973 Agenaatory act to "districts". or

"soil and water 2gosgrvation djgtricts" shall be deemed to be

ggerence to "conservation distRicit";

"Board" and "supervisors" mean the board of supervisors of a

((seil and water)) conservation district;

((uhand eneru or uewyner of landu means the hoider of legal or

equitable titie to land in a districtt

uTenant" means person or persos who operate a farm ander a

leame7 erop share or similar arrangement))

"Land occupier" or "occupier of land" includes ARy pgj.&28.
fizm, political subdivisign, 22vrment agegy, municipaliy public
2 private colR2!EAlio, cartnrsfhipA associatiogL. or Any other

entity whatsoever which hoAds title to, or is in ppssession ofj an
lans llin2 ithin _ gigggict organized under the provisions of this

1973 amendatory gt, hegner as owner lesseeL enter± tenarnt. o

otherwisg

"Distric elector" mansA A Sualfied county elector occ upyiE g

land within the district boundaryl

"Due notice" means a notice published at least twice, with at

least six days between publications, in a publication of general

circulation within the affected area, or if there is no such

publication, by posting at a reasonable number of public places

within the area, where it is customary to post notices concerning
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county and municipal atfairs. Any hearing held pursuant to due

notice may be postponed from time to time without a new noticel

"Renewable natural resources", "natural resources" or
Ll"resgggj " §189 iAB~g aiand.A A!r 1[_412T e fish. wildlife.

jild T..lyEsL wildtlB&&&g. natugal beaujjyL scenery ggg 2ggD gpgggg

"9gaggAggion" inglug conseryatig develo211114
182y1a2at Ag A A lt Eotecion and uses and

AllRliali98 of floodwaer and sedi~e ~ aAgga and the diosal of

219ess uraface waters.

"Farm f A ctural land" magg either a gd in any

contiu21s ownerhip of twenty or more acres devoted primarily 1
A 91 I .t anyggg of land five acres or M2 bua-q-r u~jj~j 992-! &IAnut lss§

than twenty acres dSY21g plimarill 12 agricultural uses& which has

PF-2SESa 2Sagg iggag fgy Ag igulgaM§ 2_qujvalent to one

hundred dollars or more PIN ggRg agg yggA for three of the five

cAlAA 1ears prEgdSing the dtef a Application for classification

under this ch ateri or ]1g any parcel of land of less thin five acres

devoted primarily to agiultural uses which has .roduced a gross
income of one thousAnd dollarg or A2or g year for three of the five

calendar years p12g22ing the J112 2f Application for classificali9o
under this ch Astr., Agricultural lands shall also include farm

woodlots of less thgn tweny and more than five acres agd the land on

which agaggggAL22gy aggtgAIY 1- groductiong pepggatigg or sale of

the agricultural products exist in conjnction with the lands

2oducing sucih products. Agicultural lands shall also include any

PArcel of land of one to five acres, which is not cgntig uous.L !
which otherwise constitutes an integrAl part of farming 2perations

123in conducted on land gualifying under this section as "farm and

Aggicultural lands".

Sec. 4. Section 3, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 as last amended

by section 1, chapter 217, Laws of 1967 and RCW 89.08.030 are each

amended to read as follows:

There is hereby ((ereated)) established 12 s11 as an agency

of the state and to p2erform the functions conferred ugon it in this

1973 amendatory act, the state ((seil and water)) conservation

((eemmittee)) mgagission, which shall succeed to all poues duties

an4 pEparty of the state soil gnd water conservation committee.

The ((eemmittee)) commission shall consist of seven members,

two of whom are ex officio. Two members shall be appointed by the

governor, one of whom shall be a landowner or operator of a farm. At

least two of the three elected members shall be landowners or

operators of a farm and shall be elected as herein provided. The

appointed members shall serve for a term of four years.

The three elected members shall be elected for three-year

terms, one shall be elected each year by the district supervisors at
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their annual statewide meeting. one of the members shall reside in

eastern Washington, one in central Washington and one in western

Washington, the specific boundaries to be determined by district

supervisors. At the first such election, the term of the member from

western Washington shall be one year, central Washington two years

and eastern Washington three years, and successors shall be elected

for three years.

Unexpired term vacancies in the off-ie of appointed

((eemiee)) commission members shall be filled by appointment by

the governor in the same manner as full-term appointments. Unexpired

terms of elected ((committee)) cgmmission members shall be filled by

the regional vice president of the Washington association of ((soil

and water)) conservation districts who is serving that part of -the

state where the vacancy occurs, such term to continue only until

district supervisors can fill the unexpired term by electing the

((eammittee)) com.mission member.

The director of the department of (coenservation) ) 222_l0_ and

the dean of the college of agriculture at Washington State University

shall be ex officio members of the ((committee)) c~mmission. An ex

officio member of the ((eemmittee)) comssion shall hold office so

long as he retains the office by virtue of which he is a member of

the ((committee)) cAmission. Ex officio members ma AgejeAte thei

Th com'!§12io may InI Aprpit of ficers of cooper tfla

2jaA Al_4. §tt And feeral A~qpeis 12 gly advisers to the
gonservation comm issio.

Sec. 5. section 4, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 as amended by

section 4, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and RCW 89.08.040 are each

amended to read as follows:

((The comittee shall designate its chairman from time to

ti~eT)) Members shall receive no compensation, but shall be entitled

to expenses, including traveling expenses, necessarily incurred in

the discharge of their duties.

The ((committee)) commission shall keep a record of ((all))

its official actions, ((proceedings? resoiationsr regalatiensy and

orderaT provide for en annel audit of its aeounts7)) shllj ad opt a

seal, which shall be judicially noticod, ((edopt and orawtigete

raiesl)) and may MZL suc A2t hold such public hearings, and

((do all things necessary to carry at its functions)) p2mMJ~qA~g

suc2h rules andg j~.~~~sA A ~ necessarl for the execution of

il fiwn.tion§ uI~nde thi& 121 amendatorv act. The state department

of ((contservationt)) lglg is empowered to pay the necessary pe

thm n travel expenses of the ((farmer)) "gIIj4 R2g~

members of the state ((Soil end water)) conservation ((emittee))
commission, and the salaries, wages and other expenses of such
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administrative officers or other employees as may be required under

the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 6. Section 5, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 as amended by

section 5, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and RCW 89.08.050 are each

amended to read as follows:

The ((eommittee)) gcoBisggio may employ an administrative

officer, and such technical experts and such other agents and

employees, p8588821 and teag2gEgy as it may require((s)), and shall

determine their qualifications, duties, and compensation((r and)).

The commigsion may call upon the attorney general for such legal

services as it may require.

It ((may)) shA1J have authority &o delegate to its chairman

((or)) 5  to one or more of its members, to one l rn2r Agagp or

employees such duties and powers as it deems proper. ((it shall

provide for surety bonds for its officers and employees entrasted

with funds or property:)) It shall be supplied with suitable office

aSr2S Ations at the ceDtgal office of the d1ggrtment of ecology,
And shAl1 he furnished the neSessyay sguglies and equipm2et.

he 992R15192l hAAll 2g2igze AnnuallY 4D and ect A chairman
from Ajg99 11M Uambers, 1g §4AhIl serLY for one ISRg from the dgg --f
hi& glectiog, A majority of the ((eemmittee)) commission shall

constitute a quorum((y and a majority sust eeneer in any matter

ealing for eommittee action)) and all actions of the commission

ghAll I!S bI a Baigr1 vote of the membes _ggagnj Aa_ a2ig A a_- -

ISSling At yhich A SMSEMI& p RE8eSE

Sec. 7. Section 6, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCW

89.08.060 are each amended to read as follows:

((The eemmittee may request)) Uipon3eg get of the commi-ih
for !h 21RP21- 21 qA rig 2u!~ Any 21 g it2 UR10. &hgser vilig

2 figgr g any state agency or state institution of learning ((to
make studiesy serveysy and reports on any matter relating to its

fanetions7 and may request that a member of the personnel of such

ageney or institution be assigAed to it as assistanty and seek
requests shall be eomplied with so far as possible and preeticabil))

2A!A 1859g1A As MAI h! Rgssible undEr AlalAblg AR212riations and

bAAv. du 11211ad t2 t n of the 2 ggfy to which the reqggest is
.i&S21th As2ign or a:taij t2 the comEAmiss g2, members of the staff or
EgAggeg of s uch AgtaU 2L instilution of learning, and make such

~~~2r__ stu. ud~g g jjs as the commission may reggest.

Sec. 8. Section 7, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 as amended by
section 6, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and RCW 89.08.070 are each

amended to read as follows:

In Addition to the duties and ((responsibilities)) powers
hereinafter conferred upon the ((committee)) cgmgissiog, it shall
have the following duties and ((responsibilities)) powers:
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(1) To offer such assistance as may be appropriate to the
supervisors of ((seil and water)) conservation districts organize4

MBASde t t yPrisions of this 1972 Agggagtgy act.- in the carrying out

of any of their powers and programsi

1a) t2 A4&ist AAA _idg 4i £&icti in 11g np-aration and

2AL~LigJ 2ut 21 ELD2IaE f29 L91MESS 9BEni2A lh2riged under

this act

1b.12 o eview district E!gggggaL

11 t9 22rdint412 Ih eE22Ag of t1he s2rali districts AA
res21.1 ADI 922Licts in sISE RErjais

. 141 t2 fA2ilitatA 2Ermot ass-it ha.rMnZe. coordinateL and
_quid th2 resource conservation progSams and Ac~tiities of districts

As thtl USIAIe to other sPecj1AA PRUloe districts. counties and

other agblic Igengieg.
(2) To keep the supervisors of each of the several ((seil and

water)) conservation districts 24SADiS2d BuBS L eht EEoigions of this
1.21 amn tgg act informed of the activities and experience of all

other ((seeh)) districts organized hereunder, and to facilitate an
interchange of advice and experience between such districts and
cooperation between them.

(3) ((to eeec4rnate the progesas 6f the several soil and water
eonseryatie distriets so far as this may be &ene by adviee and
cefkaltatieft)) To reyiew agregagngn or form s f agemnt§,

Ir2nosed to be entereg in to by districts with other districts or with

DU g1Ag ftede4rgL iggstate L 21her £4biic or gi vate aggaggg

2MAsizA2R. 21 idi1idALA A AA ias !hS di strits conesrnin 2suh
A2eemeInts 2. 9M 21 1912RIE4±

(4) To secure the cooperation a4 assi&atgS of the United

States and any of its agencies, and of agencies of this state in the

wotk of such districts.

(5) T2 Lg£ommend the inclubion in AnAal IA loger term

1MA.212 ArA A291.aion 12ill2i9 f th2 91A 2f UA1him2122 21
RAAA4 H1 A 4 R2E2dRiti8 kI the1. ggsat_ 12 t18i48 h4

A21iliIgg 2f t1M 2mmiss92D AhLg the conservat io 4  districtSA 12
A~lliai 414 £!I112ns of 1 11w hgg41gter .4Agte b! 41g
1sg1slart AMr2PrillIh2 RAEAR 4gE SenRditurS iB 4982 n y

t1 #Siitit& R0 2-f Q2SIUAti4 distrI21j to d41tbue 1o
=.UrALIji2n djaitritg 1M 2& 2iP£1. & Rj AAA A-lrvistg

rMS2ild -41 I1.2 .9981512n 12 thAt B22g2os fr2 anI W22ESS4 sai291
12 §ngh 241211=i9 A 4EMll PS ImS AR igable thereto In -AM 91A12

gE f2ASeAL =A"ute 2; 120A 2tAAAAASS Whi BAildy such fm _g
20:2411 2r § !i22§ 12 1 r8 e 09lastions establing Hidelineg
AAA § 41ii21 92121gs 0= 2to vER the 44e I g2rqqi A 4strcts of

ggh fundst 2pqgly And ggk1 kn e i Id 1.9 19144. in1 budSjtls
A41is!ratis sr .2S4res2 An 2an tions at h dist ris 4aB Alat
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the districts concerping their conformance with applicable laws and

regulations.

1k]1 12 EMcourae 1hS 92gerati98 and collaboration of statgg
federAIA ;-e9iopa9 L -nt9rsta And local public and privats Asegis
Mjth the conservAion districts, and facilitate arrangements under

Mhigh the co1nseration 4stricts mA 2mZ 2 u9PP14 gq!1iglg bodig

And 2!hg agencies as their local gperaing Agencies in the

Ab~inistration _t AI activity concerned with the congervation of
UR&M!MI REASEal et2ourcls.

11. To disseminate information throughout the state concerning
the activities and programs of the ((seil and water)) conservation
districts organized hereunder, and to encourage the formation of such
districts in areas where their organization is desirable; jo Make
available inforBalion concerning the needs and the work of the
conservation !Ugjigct and the commission to the go1er$or 4 the
legislatugre. exeutive agencies of the government of this state,
Rogitial subdivisions of this sta gg feeaeratinl federal agencies,
and the agagrgl publig.

((16) To establish policies for atilization of state
appropriations by the eesittee and by distriets and to decide on
distribution and use of seek funds within the statej aise to manage
any ether funds which may beeee available for use by districts or by
the eommitteer))

11 Pursuant to 2Z91eL 2 developed mutually hl the

g922-21 19 And other state and local agencies that are authorized to
P2Ar or ainister actlvities significantly affcgiipg hg
gonselvation of renewable natural regsugrgsg to receive from sqgh
agcgjes for review and comment suitable descriptions of their 21anax
DEgR; ams and Agtivities for PEroses of coordination with district
9aggSpvation 2rS2A42§ 12 ARMS for and pA licipate in conferences
ASES§&Arg to Avoid gggflict among such piAps and B-r ag to call

A=nltigon to omiis.2D And to avoid daSlication of effort.
121_ 12 g2gp1e informAli2g and make studie. summaries and

fljjyil§ gA district qSjggj in relation to each other and to other
ESRSgg- conservatjig progSE§E G a state-wide basis.

1191 To assi&L 929 nL!Aj1p districts in agtaiigg lgAl
Ag8ligges frEstate aA locl 91A 12ff Srls.t

1111 2 regqgire annual Egports from conservation districts.
the fglm Agg content of which shall be developed by the F22aIssion.

121. To estgjblij hy ggulations. with the assistance and
advigg 21 the state 10 g12i1§ office ajeguate agd reagonabi unifom
aSR.92I$DS ABd Aditijng proceduggs which shall be ased hl
g2ESEtion districts.

Sec. 9. Section 1, chapter 17, Laws of 1961 as amended by
section 7, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and RCW 89.08.080 are each
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amended to read as follows;

To form a ((sail and -water)) conservation district,

twenty-five or more persons ((ewning)) ggi2pling land within the area
to be affected may file a petition with the ((committee)) gL2miio~n

asking that the area be organized into a district.

The petition shall give the name of the proposed district,
state that it is needed in the interest of the public health, safety,

and welfare, give a general description of the area proposed to be

organized and request that the ((committee)) S22-Mjssion determine

that it be created, and that it define the bou~ndaries thereof and

call an election on the question of creating the district.

If more than one petition is filed covering parts of the same

area, the ((eemmittee)) commi&§ in may consolidate all or any of

them.

sec. 10. Section 9, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCW

89.08.090 are each amended to read as follows:

within thirty days after a petition is filed, the

((commttee)) commission shall give due notice of the time and place
of a public hearing thereon. At the hearing all interested persons
shall be heard.

If it appears to the ((committee)) _qmmission that additional
land should be included in the district, the hearing shall be

adjourned and a new notice given covering the entire area and a new
date fixed for further hearing, unless waiver of notice by the owners
of the additional land is filed with the ((committee)) gommission.

No district shall include any portion of a railroad right of

way, or another similar district. The lands included in a district

need not be contiguous.

Sec. 11. Section 10, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCU

89.08.100 are each amended to read as follows:

After the hearing, if the ((committee)) g~amission finds that

the public health, safety, and welfare warrant the creation of the

district, it shall enter an order to that effect and define the

boundaries thereof by metes and bounds or by legal subdivisions.

In making its findings the ((committee)) commission shall

consider the topography of the particular area and of the state
generally; the composition of the soil; the distribution of erosion;

the prevailing land use practices; the effects upon and benefits to

the land proposed to be included; the relation of the area to

existing watersheds and agricultural regions and to other similar

districts organized or proposed; and consider such other physical,

geographical, and economic factors as are relevant.

If the ((committee)) gMpissn finds there is no need for the

district, it shall enter an order denying the petition, and no

petition covering the same or substantially the same area may be
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filed within six months thereafter.

Sec. 12. Section 11, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCW

89.08.110 are each amended to read as follows:

If the ((committee)) S2pission finds that the district is

needed, it shall then determine whether it is practicable. To assist

the ((committee)) coMmispioB in determining this question, it shall,

within a reasonable time, submit the proposition to a vote of the

((landowners and tenants)) ;An S~cpi in the proposed district.

The ( (committee)) SMEj1!sion shall fix the date of the

election, ((establish the voting preeiactsr)) designate the polling

places, fix the hours for opening and closing the polls, and appoint

the election officials. The election shall be conducted, the vote

counted and returns canvassed and the results published by the

((committee in the save manner as is done in general eeenty

elections)) gommission.

Sec. 13. Section 12, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 as amended by

section 8, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and RCW 89.08.120 are each

amended to read as follows:

The ((committee)) Go .Zission shall provide the ballots for the

election which shall contain the words

"a0 For creation of a ((soii and water)) conservation district

of the lands below described and lying in the county or counties of

..... I........... and..........."1 and

"a Against creation of a ((seil and water)) conservation

district of the lands below described and lying in the county or

counties of............. .......... and........... .1

The ballot shall set forth the bou~idaries of the proposed district,

and contain a direction to insert an X in the square of the voter's

choice.

Sec. 14. Section 13, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCW

89.08.130 are each amended to read as follows:

The ((committee)) gqVi-so shall give due notice of the

election, which shall state generally the purpose of the election,

the date thereof, the place and hours of voting, and set forth the

boundaries of the proposed district.

only ((owners of land and tenants)) galj electors within

the proposed district as determined by the ((cmmittee)) commission

may vote at the election. Each voter shall vote in the ((precinct

ef)) R211ing .2a- Rgarest his residence. If he resides outside the

district, he shall vote at the nearest polling place ((in)) 9f the

district.

Sec. 15. Section 14, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCW

89.08.140 are each amended to read as follows:

The ((committee)) conssq shall bear all expense of giving

the notices and conducting the hearings and election, and shall issue
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regulations governing all hearings and elections and supervise the

conduct thereof. It shall provide for registration of eligible

voters or prescribe the procedure to determine the eligible voters.

No informality in connection with the election shall invalidate the

results, if the notice thereof was substantially given, and tire

election fairly- conducted.

Sec. 16. Section 15, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCW

89.08.150 are each amended to read as follows:

If a majority of the votes cast at the election are against

the creation of the district, the ((committee)) commission shall deny

the petition. If a majority favor the district, the ((committee))

cojmissi6n shall determine the practicability of the project.

In making such determination, the ((committee)) Sommis~j2p

shall consider the attitude of the ((Iandowfters)) ladoccupieErs of

the district; the number of eligible voters who voted at the

election; the size of the majority vote; the wealth and income of the

((laftcwfners)) And o2.4giej; the probable expense of carrying out

the project; and any other economic factors relevant therqto.

If the ((eemmittee)) commission finds that the project is

impracticable it shall enter an order to that effect and deny the

petition. When the petition has been denied, no new petition

covering the same or substantially the same area may be filed within

six months therefrom.

Sec. 17. Section 16, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCW

89.08.160 are each amended to read as follows:

If the ((committee)) comm!issio0n finds the project practicable,

it shall appoint two supervisors, one of whom shell be1 al 11"owne Rg

opllo of a fajr, who shall be qualified by training and experience

to perform the specialized skilled services required of them. They,

with the three elected supervisors, two of whom §hel ht owne9Rs

-" opeators of a farRj, shall constitute the governing board of the

district.

The two appointed supervisors shall~ file with the secretary of

state a sworn application, reciting that a petition was filed with

the ((committee)) commis-9. for the creation of the district; that

all required proceedings were had thereon; that they were appointed

by the ((committee)) g2pmissio as such supervisors; and that the

application is being filed to complete the organization of the

district. It shall contain the namies and residences of the

applicants, a certified copy of their appointments, the name of the

district, the location of the office of the supervisors and the term

of office of each applicant.

The application shall be accompanied by a statement of the

((eomsittee)) S~m~iE reciting that a petition was filed, notice

issued, and hearing held thereon as required; that it determined the
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need for the district and defined the boundaries thereof; that notice

was given and an election held on the question of creating the

district; that a majority vote favored the district, and that the

((committee)) commissiga had determined the district practicable; and

shall set forth the boundaries of the district.

Sec. 18. Section 17, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 as amended by

section 9, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and RCW 89.08.170 are each

amended to read as follows:

If the secretary of state finds that the name of the proposed

district is such as will not be confused with that of any other

district, he shall enter the application and statement in his

records. If he finds the name may be confusing, he shall certify

that fact to the ((committee)) gommission, which shall submit a new

name free from such objections, and he shall enter the application

and statement as modified, in his records. Thereupon the district

shall be considered organized into a body corporate.

The secretary of state shall then issue to the supervisors a

certificate of organization of the district under the seal of the

state, and shall record the certificate in his office. Proof of the

issuance of the certificate shall be evidence of the establishment of

the district, and a certified copy of the certificate shall be

admissible as evidence and shall be proof of the filing and contents
thereof. The name of a ((soil and water)) conservation district may

be changed upon recommendation by the supervisors of a district and

approval by the state ((seii and water)) conservation-((cemmittee))

commisig and the secretary of state. The new name shall be

recorded by the secretary of state following the same general

procedure as for the previous name.

Sec. 19. Section 18, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 as amended by

section 10, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and RCW 89.08.180 are each

amended to read as follows:

Territory may be added to an existing district upon filing a

petition as in the case of formation with the ((eammi4.teey-)
commissi92 by ((owners and tenants)) occupiers of the lands to be

included. The same procedure shall be followed as for the creation

of the district.

As an alternate procedure, the ((committee)) commission may

upon the petition of a majority of the ((owners of land and tentants))

land oc9pi-r in any one or more districts or in ?uorganized

territory adjoining a conservation district change the boundaries of

a district, or districts, if such action will promote the practical

and feasible administration of such district or districts.
Upon petition of the boards of supervisors of two or more

districts, the ((committee)) 22mmission may approve the combining of

all or parts of such districts and name the district, or districts,
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with the approval of the name by the secretary of state. A public

hearing and/or a referendum may be held if deemed necessary or

desirable by the ((committee)) gqj~lssion in order to determine the

wishes of ((lae ewnters and tenants)) J~n 2c~ie

When districts are combined, the joint boards of supervisors

will first select a chairman, secretary and other necessary officers

and select a regular date for meetings. All elected supervisors will

continue to serve as members of the board until the expiration of

their current term of office, and/or until the election date nearest

their expiration date. ((One stierv~se shall he elected each

yearv) ) All appointed supervisors will continue to serve until the

expiration of their current term of office, at which time the

((eeamitee)) commission will make the necessary appointments. In

tho event that more than two districts are combined, a similar

procedure will be set up and administered by the ((committee))

commission.

when districts are combined or territory is moved from one

district to another, the property, records and accounts of the

districts involved shall be distributed to the remaining district or

districts as approved by the ((commttee)) copmi sion. A new

certificate of organization, naming and describing the new district
or districts, shall be issued by the secretary of state.

Sec. 20. Section 6, chapter 187, Laws of 1939 as last amended

by section 2, chapter 217, Laws of 1967 and RCW 89.08.190 are each

amended to read as follows:

Within thirty days after the issuance of the certificate of

organization, unless the time is extended by the ((cemmittee))

commission, petitions shall be filed with the ((committee))

commission to nominate candidates for the three elected supervisors.

The petition shall be signed by not less than twenty-five district

((voeres)) ~,and a ((water)) "i Iict elector may sign

petitions nominating more than one person.

In the case of a new district, the ((committee)) commission

shall give due noti.ce to elect the three supervisors. All provisions

pertaining to elections on the creation of a district shall govern

this election so far as applicable. The names of all nominees shall

appear on the ballot in alphabetical order, together with

instructions to vote for three. The three candidates receiving the

most votes shall be declared elected supervisors, the one receiving

the most being elected for a three-year term, the next for two and

the last for one year. An alternate method of dividing the district

into three zones may be used when requested by the board of

supervisors and approved by the ((committee)) commission. in such

case, instructions will be to vote for one in each zone. The

candidate receiving the most votes in a zone shall be declared
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elected.

Each year after the creation of the first board of
supervisors, the board shall by resolution and by giving due notice,

set a date during the first quarter of each calendar year ((for aft

anneal meeting of the voters in the district7)) at which time it

shall conduct an election ((7 present en anneal report and a finncia

statement)). Names of candidates nominated by petition shall appear

in alphabetical order on the ballots, together with an extra line

wherein may be written in the name of any other candidate. The

((committee)) g2.rnrn;ssion shall establish procedures for elections,

canvass the returns and announce the official results thereof.

Election results may be announced by polling officials ((daring the

anneal meeting7)) At the close of the election subject to official

canvass of ballots by the ((committee)) commission. Supervisors

elected shall take office at the first board meeting ((which shall be

held within thirty days)) following the election.

Sec. 21. Section 21, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 as amended by

section 12, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and RCW 89.08.200 are each

amended to read as follows:

The term of office of each supervisor shall be three years and

until his successor is appointed or elected and qualified, except

that the supervisors first appointed shall serve for one and two

years respectively from the date of their appointments, as designated

in their appointments.

In the case of elected supervisors, the term of office of each

supervisor shall be three years and until his successor is elected

and qualified, except that for the first election, the one receiving

the largest number of votes shall be elected for three years; the

next largest two years; and the third largest one year. Successors

shall be elected for three-year terms.

vacancies in the office of appointed supervisars shall be

filled by the state ((sail end water)) conservation ((committee))

commission. Vacancies in the office of elected supervisors shall be

filled by a&ppointment made by the remaining supervisors for the

unexpired term.

A majority of the supervisors shall constitute a quorum and

the concurrence of a majority is required for any official action or

determination.

supervisors shall serve without compensation, bu hy hl

be entitled to expgnse includingq Ir ne~s li

jjjgurred in discharge of their duIties. A sup-ervisor may be removed

by the state ((sail end water)) conservation ((committee)) c04_m§s!!2

upon notice and hearing, for neglect of d-uty or malfeasance in

office, but for no other reason.

The governing board shall designate a chairman from time to
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time.

Sec. 22. Section 22, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCW

89.08.210 are each amended to read as follows:

The ((beard)) g~agggisors may employ ((all necessary elerical
and)) I seSIgtAry, technical ((assistants)) xpaertsz and such other

of9ficers., Agnt. An ED1rmanen2t PE ad temporX1 A§y as hey 42
require, and determine ((the)) their qualifications, duties, and

compensation ((ef its employees)). It may call upon the attorney

general for legal services, or may employ its own counsel and legal

staff. ((It)) The supggisols may delegate to ((its)) their

chairman, to one or more supgrvisors, or tc one or more Agents or

employees such powers and duties as it deems proper. The s*aprvisors

shall furgiash to the ggggigga Rpon £2rggg, 22igs of such

internal jpleg rgulationg orders, c f a other

documents Al thpI Ehlll Ad21 2T. 21py1 .,and such other information
conegrni D.2 thlik Actjvitijs a the commission mal rguir in the

perfjaaaRge 2f i tigg under this 1971 amendatorg . ((n)) he
gjgervisors shall provide for the execution of surety bonds for

((the)) officers and all employees who shall t2 entrusted with funds

or property.

The ((beard)) 2suervisors shall ((keep a)) provide for the

keepagg of a full agd accurate record of all ((its)) proceedings,

resolutions, ((relesr)) regulations, And orders((r and ordineneesy

which shell be open to publie inspection and remain in the eustedy

and centrol of its chairman)) lssued or adopted. ((it)) The
S222l2og shall provide for an annual audit of ((its)) tke accounts

2f lef912tg ADd ditsbi1EEpggg in accordance with procedures

preschied4 by ;eRAions of the commission. ((It shall furnish the

eemmitteev apen requesty copies of its rulesy reqtiations; ordersT

decaments and instrements used by ity and any other information

eeneerning its aetivitiest))

The board may invite the legislative body of any municipality

or county near or within the district, to designate a representative

to advise and consult with it on all questions of program and policy

which may affect the property, water supply, or other interests of

such municipality or county. jh2 22 1Ly2r body of a district shall

ApEoint such advisory committees as may be needed to assure the

avalablit o aP~rpj2Piatq chnnl of communication to the board of

9-MSR21Y! -s, 1-0 E2rson Affected bY distrit oper ationsL and to

12p4j 2SSi32nalL state and interstate speSial-purpose districts and

Aqgie a§_gopgsible for community Planning zoningj, or other

Eggource devel2pment acthj§es. The district shall keep such

committees informed of its work. and such advisory .mmittees shall

submit recommendations from time to time to the board Qf Esupeyisors.
Sec. 23. Section 23, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 as last
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amended by section 1, chapter 110, Laws of 1963 and RCW 89.08.220 are

each amended to read as follows:

A conservation district organized under the Provisions of this

1973 amendatory act shall constitute a governmental subdivision of

this state, and a ppblic body corporate an pgjgitic exercising public

powers, but shall not levy taxes or issue bonds((r)) and such

district, aPd thg suggrvisors tre ofL shall have the following

ggygsa, in addition to gig§ ganted in other sections of this 1973

amendatorY act:

((A district many))

(1) ((endiety in eeperation with the Washington State

University and any state or federal ageney, surveys relating to water

and to the eharaeter of soil erosion and ceontrol measures needed

within the distrietT publish the results thereeft and disseminate the

information eoneerning such measures)) 12 conduct surveYsA
invegjigationsL an research relating to the conservation of

enewablg naItuarl Tggs ors and the preventive .nd control measures

And works of impro vement 2 n eede, 12 puhlish the results of such

suIrIa, nvigPatigjjg, or E2§agsh, and to disseminate information

gagggg~ing such .RjvRelile And 2ontrol measures and works of

nigggg1mnt: PROVIDED. That in order to avoid duplication of

rgSagggh activities. no district shall initiate any research rrIamE
excep in copegtioR with the government of this state or any of its

aSSit 4 or: with the United States or any of its aggagig,;
(2) ((Conduet demonstrational projects within the district on

lands or waters ceontrolled by any state agency in cooperation with

such ageney and on other lands or waters within the district with the

consent of the owner thereof7 in order to demonstrate how seil or

water and soil and water resources may be conserved and soil erosion

prevented and controlled)) To conduct educational a demonstrational

2ggjgcts o ay lands yithin the district upon 9 btajniag the consent

of thg 2ggypigr Of §g ds and such p 1cessary gights or interests

n suach lands as may be rjEESired JD order to demonstrate I ZA3mpie

the means. methods, measures. and works of iggRovement by which the

consg!vation of reaggmble naLral resources may be carrjed ogt;

(3) 12 garry out preventative and control measures and works

of i rovement for the conservation of renewable natural resources,

((sueh as engineering operationsy methods of euitivatioa7 growing of

vegetation or changes in water use or land use on land or water))

within the district((7 with the consent and cooperation of the person

or agency owning it or in centrol thereoi) inclp 4udn. but not

limitedgneig 2Peraions methods of cultivation. the

g o eS_.2.a*iqR, chages in use cf lands, and the measues
listed in section 2 of this 1973 amendatory act, on any lands within
the districtup 298 lflgPP the consent of the occKier of such 1ands
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AndEgh g,9ss~yrights or interests in such lands as ma be

(4) 1o gooperate or enter into agreements with, and within the
limits of AppRopriations duly mad viabet it b1 law, to f urnish

financial or other aid to any agency ((or lfandowner or tenant and
furnish fnancial or other aid)), qover~nmental 0 -1 §~

29g222-je of lands within -the d-istrict in the carrying on ((erosion

control and preventive operations)) 2f prgypnjive and control

Measures and works of impr ovement for the conservation of renewable

natural resources within the dsrc, ((as the board)) suhI2ct to

guc conditions as the sRukrvisors May deem((s)) necessary to ((earry

otat)) advance the purposes of this ((chapter)) 1973 amndt y q

(5) 12 2btain options upon and to acquire in any manner,
except by condemnation, ((any property or rights therein necessary or

proper to further the purposes for which it was created7 and manage;

leasey and dispose of such poperty for such purroseS7 andA Use the
income therefrom for district purposes)) 12X pMgA1 ij~chgjq

pq Eonaj.L 2or light& or interests therein: to maintain. administer,

~~~~~~_q __ov ___A 12~i~ Ecurt eceive income from such
PEE222ries and t~ e pgg.4 §I~ ja~ in c ryng out the purposes and

Projsions of this 1973 amendatory Acg- and to sel lease, .91

otihky4ia dislpogg 2f an of its erot1  or~t~ss therein _4n
furjjlg~g 2f jh2 pp~ and the provisions of this11

(6) 12 Make available ((to landowners and tenants in)), 2.
agg tgs Is it shall prescribe 12ln ocpE with in the

district. agricultural and engineering !Egb.illr! and equipment,

fertilizer, seeds. seedlings, and such other equipment and material.

as will assist them ((to conserve their water and sail resourees and

prevent and control sail erosion)) 12 gA~ll 9A operAtios Mpon their

IIRAs for the conservation of renewable natural resources;

(7) ((Bevelop detailed comprehensive plans for the

conservation of water and soil resources and prevention and control

of sail erosion and publish such plans and spread the information

thereon thouot the ditritvjl To pKepAj2 and heep g regnt a
~ n~~g~ P=-_q the conservyation of all

the renewable natural resources of the district,.2Such prog2rs shall
be directed toward the best use of renewable natural resources and in

A manner that will~ best meetj the needs of th district and the sae
taking into consideration, where a pro natex such uses as faming

21AZIR9. Ilke ERRI L212t RAM 2-Rtdor reraio 0ptable
water supplies for urban and rurAl Areas§. water for Agricu lture,.
minimal flow, and industrial uses. watershe tbilization control
of s~i4 ero 12rj. retardation Of Hter run=-ff, flood evnio

c£nIO2L. IReevirs and other water s torage2 restriction of
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AetwtEgElts of figgg plains. protection of open s ace and scenerY,

e1servation of natural beaut- ygotection of fish and wildlife,

eservation of wilderness areas and wild rivers, the pre vention or

reduction of sedimentation and other pollution in rivers and other

taL RA dsch logation of highways. gghggzA h ggsing d2veglgant,

indstr.iu. Aports and other facilities and structures as will fit

Ihg needs of the state and be consistent with the best uses of the

renewable natural resources of the state. The prgram shall include

an inventory of all renewable natural resources in the district. a

goapilation of current re2oure29 .25 p Leg ctions of futgre resource

Egguirements. pkiggities for various resource activities. Erolected
timetabless q2§g112ti94 qf Al-i-able- a-t-rBA-il- - Ad proviected

for coordination with other resource pE22gEAg,

The district shall alo pLp e an annual work plan, Khich
shall A scrib thS action pjggg gagvices. facilities, g terials,

rjgjng arranggagnts and estimated funds needed to cgry gu tg

argts of the long-rage pyggrgAs that are of the highest Priorities

The districts shall hold public hearings at appropliate times

in connection with the pipaEaion 2f pRjgams and p3lang shall gigg
Arful1 cBEideration to the views eASessed ARA PPjlms r!val.ed in

hSArings and shAll t2ee the pghlig informed cocering their

2L22rES & El.n! Anil agities, qg~ gpiers of land shall be invited

1 EMi-It PR2P.-MIs for cog j tign to guch hearings. The districts

nAy supplr ent such healings with meetings. referenda and other

uitable means to determine the wishes of interested pArties and the

general paulic in egard 1 current and pr21po2s plas and pogra ms

2f a distrigqt. Thy shall confer with Rblic arnd private acecies,
i vliduall and in _rBps to giLe A obtain information agd

MBl2erAtadig 9 the impag! of disjict opprat ions u2n agricultureL
f92§111, latrE 29221 ARA 921 111 i flood c2ot211 particular

industriesL cogmegial concerns and other Pgubic Ia private
inerests, both1 rural and urban,

Each district shall submit to the commssion jIg proosed

198:2 pgIAR2e PLM D An ARM2AD M2r P1A.2n 192 Laview and comment.

The loggzangge renewable natural resource pg~amgg, pggqjegg

with the supplementa1 annuAl work pIags dIevelope by each district

under the fLor2inS pEgocer shall have official staIts As the

authorized PREq~ram of th2 girict, An it shall be pubglihed hl thg
di stIcts! as its "1gawabe 2sguces uEaxIAE" 922122 EallA be Made

agilabl bIy the districts to the aRgPr2gig!g 2qgaftigg
munici alieg 2s gg M2§2os dis t$ and state aggggig_, 1111
shall be made available in convenient places for eaminationb

pEglic Qag gggier or p iyate interest cgned Summaries of the

SpgrSEg ap selecgd material therefrom shall be jstrijauted A

widely as feasible for pghlic information;
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(8) ((Aeqire or lease and operate any water or soil

enservatien7 erosion centrely or prevention project in the distriet

andertaken by any state or federal ageneyj act as agent for the

agency in aequiring7 eenstreetingy or operating the proeetT and

accept ceontributions from the agency and use them to carry at its

operations:)) j- ---------g1 AnI pr29 1 t g9988Re2Rd with the

conservation of renewable natural reSErSEes 12cated Mithin its

boundaries undertaken by Any feeral statA or other public Agegny

by enterig into a contract or other a2pjprriate administrative

AqrrA~ggent with any agengy administering ggh REgoect or pRogrAM

(9) Cooperate with other districts organized under this

((ehapter)) .1222 SASE4tory A2t in the exercise of any of its powers:

(10) ((eenstreety improve7 and maintain structures necessary

or convenient for its perpeses and borrow moneys from any agency of

the United States or from ether lending agencies for the purpose of

carrying at said aetivitiesi and)) 12 192921 g9Ealin98L gifts, an

gntributions in MoneRYL se1 vices materials. or otherwise. from the

Mnit4 SLes 2 of its af il fr this state or any of its

AggaciesA oa hll a2g999 and to us or exPen sh mony slA
services, m~terialy, or any contributions in carrying out the

gPuR2§ of this act1
(11) To sue and be sued in ((its)) the name of the district;

((adopt)) g hgy2 a seal which shall be judicially noticed; have

perpetual ((existenee; subject to termination provided herein))

ggcession unless terminated as hereinafter provided; ((execete ail

instruments necessary for its perposest)) to make and execute

conragts and other instugents, caEgggay 2F gqyovnient to the

exercise of its P2DeIR1 19 9orro m2Any And to 2gg2ggs mortgage and

Asgign the inc2e of the djstrjct and jj§ rEal gr pgsonal. pg erty

lthglf2uL and to make ((and)),L amend rules and regultions not

jc!p.istegt with this 1973 amendatory act and to carry ((at)) into

effect its purposes((r)).

111 Any !Y2 21 nr disgicts may lug p S in joint activities
by agreement h D or among jhgt 1L planning, financig

22gstrgcinL 9ginA maintaining, and administering any

2Z 2212ct cgggagrnd with the conservation of renewable natural

12§2G2§c:. Ibe diggity cgggged MA Make aailable f91 PurPO2es

of the agreement Any 120d& Prpery RgEE2neti 2Sg1oment r o

aggyiggs avalabl gg thgg d this 1973 amendat2r4 a:1

Any district may eRE into sgh agreements with a district or
districts in adjoining MAtjes to carry out such Rur2oses if the law

in such other states germits the districts in such states to enter

into such agreements.
The commission shall have authorito t2 propose, g3142 and

fagiliate the establishment and carrying 2ut of Any §-gh ggementl

[1379)
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1131 gvell di&1jict shall.~ through Public hearinas, annual
meeting&, publications. o& o htI manAB& i22p the general pglg

aglgcies and occUpiers of land wjthin the district. informed of the

works and activities vlanned and administered by the districts of the

2112292 thgg will serves of the iqS;ome and epggitures of the

diEigt Of the funds borrOwed b the district and the uR2poses for

ygich such fuDdE ar Sgended0 And of th iE ggults achieved annually

by !he district: ad

11A1 The s~EYsoli9rs of 929selvgaon districts may designate
An Area& §state I DAlionAl AEggss1oon of gosrvation districts as

A c9or Ai9atjIg ASSeGI in !h2 23jag ig of the dties impogsged _b this

2hAR12 An t Make g1f1s !n the forM of dueg, ggg11g, or otherwise

to such associations for costs of segrigcg ggadered and maX g2pggI
A Attend such meeti*g as ma equgired to promote angaggg

the orgalization and to effect its Rur2oses.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 24. There is added to chapter 89.08 RCW a

new section to read as follows:

Any agency of the government of this state and any local

political subdivision of this state is hereby authorized to make such

arrangements with any district, through contract, regulation or other

appropriate means, wherever it believes that such arrangements will

promote administrative efficiency or economy.

In connection with any such arrangements, any state or local

agency or political subdivision of this state is authorized, within

the limits of funds available to it, to contribute funds, equipment,

property or services to any district; and to collaborate with a

district in jointly planning, constructing, financing or operating

any work or activity provided for in such arrangements and in the

joint acquisition, maintenance and operation of equipment or

facilities in connection therewith.

State agencies, the districts, and other local agencies are

authorized to make available to each other maps, reports and data in

their possession that are useful in the preparation of their

respective programs and plans for resource conservation. The

districts shall keep the state and local agencies fully informed

concerning the status and progress of the preparation of their

resource conservation programs and plans.

The state conservation commission and the counties of the

state may provide respective conservation districts such

administrative funds as will be necessary to carry out the purpose of

this 1973 amendatory act.

Sec. 25. Section 25, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCH
89.08.350 are each amended to read as follows:

At any time after five years from the organization of a

district, ((fifteen evners and tenants of land)) one hundred land

(1380)
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92cI~irsin the district may file with the ((committee)) commission

a petition, praying that the district be dissolved. The ((committee))

commission may hold public hearings thereon, and within sixty days

from receipt of the petition, shall give due notice of an election on

the question of dissolution. It shall provide appropriate ballots,

conduct the election, canvass the returns, and declare the results in

the same manner as for elections to create a district.

All. ((own~ers and teenns of iand in the esriet) ) d.jstrigc

electors may vote at the election. No informality relating to the

election shall invalidate it if notice is substantially given and the

election is fairly conducted.

Sfc. 26. Section 26, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCU

89.08.360 are each amended to read as follows:

if a majority of the votes cast at the election are for

dissolution, the district shall be dissolved. if two-thirds of the

votes are against dissolution, the ((committee)) clommission shall

determine whether the continuance of the district is practicable. In

making the determination it shall consider all the factors considered

by it in determining that the district was practicable originally.

If it finds that further operation of the district is impracticable

it shall order it dissolved and certify its determination to the

supervisors.
Sec. 27. Section 27, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCV

89.08.370 are each amended to read as follows:

If the district is ordered dissolved, the supervisors shall

forthwith terminate the affairs of the district and dispose of all

district property at public auction, and pay the proceeds therefrom

to the state treasurer.

They shall then file a verified application with the secretary

of state for the dissolution of the district, accompanied by a

certificate of the ((committee)) 2_9Mi!ssj~ reciting the

determination that further operation of the district is

impracticable. The application shall recite that the property of the

district has been disposed of, that the proceeds therefrom have been

paid to the treasurer, and contain a full accounting of the property

and proceeds. Thereupon the secretary shall issue to the supervisors

a certificate of dissolution and file a copy thereof in his records.

Sec. 28. Section 28, chapter 304, Laws of 1955 and RCU

89.08.380 are each amended to read as follows:

A dissolution of a district shall not affect any contracts or

obligations of the district. Upon the issuance of the certificate of.

dissolution, the ((committee)) commission shall be substituted for

the supervisors and it shall assume all the duties, liabilities, and

powers of the supervisors.

When a petition for the dissolution of a district is rejected,

( 1381 ]
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no new petition may be filed for a period of five years.

NEW SECTION. Se-c. 29. Section 14, chapter 187, Laws of 1939,

section 141, chapter 240, Laws of 1961 and RCW 89.08.340 are each

repealed.

N4EW SECTION. Sec. 30. Insofar as any of the provisions of

this chapter are inconsistent with the provisions of an other law,

the provisions of this chapter shall be controlling: PROVIDED,

HOWEVER, That none of the provisions of this chapter shall be

construed so as to impair water rights appurtenant to lands within or

without the boundaries of any district or districts organize-1

hereunder.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 31. if any provision of this chapter, or

the application of any provision to any person or circumstances, is

held invalid, the remainder of the chapter and the application of

such provision to other persons or circumstances shall not be

affected thereby.

Passed the House March 20, 1973.

Passed the Senate April 8, 1973.

Approved by the Governor April 25, 1973.

Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 26, 1973.

CHAPTER 185

[substitute House Bill No. 306]

ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATION PROCEDURES

ACT OF 19-73

AN ACT Relating to coordination of procedures in relation to projects

which contemplate use of the state's natural resources; adding

a new chapter to Title 90 RCW; and making an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. (1) It is the se-nse of the

legislature that the heavy burdens placed upon persons proposing to
undertake certain types of projects in this state through
requirements to obtain numerous permits and related documents from
various state and local agencies are undesirable and should be
alleviated. The legislature further finds that present methods for
obtaining public views in relation to applications to state and local
agencies pertaining to these projects are cumbersome and place undue

hardships on members of the public thereby thwarting the public's
ability to present such views.

(2) The purposes of this chapter are to:
(a) Provide for an optional procedure to assist those who, in

the course of satisfying the requirements of state government prior

(1382]
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